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Stiftung Tanz BERLIN / STUDY TOUR REPORT

report of the 1st study tour within the project “Thematic Network for the Employability of artists in performing arts”


Date: 12. – 14. 8. 2013


Participants



Project team

· Bára Čermáková / head of project, UZS-CRA (Union of Employers' Association, operator of the project)

· Zdeněk Prokeš / Dance Association of the Czech Republic, guarantor of expert team

· Jana Bohutínská / member of expert team, dance critic, coach

· Hana Felklová / member of expert team, expert on law in non-profit sector

· Petr Tyc / member of expert team, former dancer and choreographer, entrepreneur

· Jiří Pokorný / member of expert team, former dancer, director of ballet ensemble



Stiftung Tanz 

· Sabrina Sadowska / Chairman and Founder Stiftung TANZ, Ballet manager and 1st Ballet master of the Ballet Chemnitz 

· Inka Atassi / Deputy Chairman and Founder Stiftung TANZ, former dancer, Yoga Instructor, Theatre Science 

· Heike Scharpff / Psychologist and Head of the Project, Freelance Theatre Director, 

· Lydia Muller / Assistant for Public Relation and for Organization of the Foundation, former dancer, tradeswoman 


Guests of the Encounter

· Kathryn Rave, Sören Swart, Flora Bastiaansen – former professional dancers who have used the services of Stiftung Tanz

· Andreas Hulsen – Expert in Career Counselling for the Olympic Centre in Berlin 
Sofian Labbani – former dancer, career councillor the Olympic Centre in Berlin, assistant to Andreas Hulsen

The objective of the study tour was to get acquainted with the operation of the German foundation Stiftung Tanz, acquiring the German know-how for future initiatives in the field of second career in performing arts in the Czech Republic, including the Professional Plan of Action which is to become a core material of the project “Thematic Network for the Employability of artists in performing arts”.

Content of Study Tour

· Sabrina Sadowska presented the context in which Stiftung Tanz was born and the history of its foundation (time horizon, second career as a taboo in German dance sphere, financing – the country and the German lands, fundraising, the philosophy of “learning by doing”, cooperation on the launch of the foundation within a broader dance platform – an umbrella organization for the field of dance which was founded in 2006 – http://www.dachverband-tanz.de/index_en.html), mentioning the advantage of the legal form being a foundation (independent on political will).

· Heike Scharpff presented the range of services offered to the dancers by Stiftung Tanz
(information, support, navigation through bureaucratic systems, individual consultations, individual coaching, scholarships, mediation of courses, etc.). Around 150 new dancers per year address the foundation with a request for help of some kind. No measurable psychological methods and tests applied, rather personal and intuitive psychological methods in coaching. No hard criteria must be fulfilled on the part of the dancers who want to use the services of Stiftung Tanz (the only criteria is that the dancer her/himself feels to be a professional dancer). Stiftung Tanz provides support to all dancers in Germany, i.e. also foreigners (working in Germany for the past 7 years). Stricter criteria only apply to granting the scholarships from the foundation. No statistics to measure the results of their work.

· Encounter with dancers who have used the services of Stiftung Tanz
Katherine – former free-lance dancer, now reading psychology with a scholarship from Stiftung Tanz (financial and moral support)
Peter – dance career in Brandenburg, afterwards free-lance dancer, health problems come upon which he decides to contact Stiftung Tanz where they helped him define his competences and possibilities and get the Work Office to provide him with a scholarship to study to become a teacher at Waldorf School. 

Flora – from the Netherlands, former dance in operettas in NL and Germany, found out about Stiftung Tanz through their leaflets. SF provided her with a few sessions of coaching within which she realized that the job she originally wanted to do when her dance career was over (costume design) was not the right choice for her. Together with Stiftung Tanz she managed to get a support from the Job Office to cover her studies of holistic medicine. 

· Lydia Muller mentioned the importance of PR and publicity in the whole effort of Stiftung Tanz (leaflets, website, newsletter, etc.)

· Andreas Hulsen a Sofian Labbani presented the concept of operation and financing of career counselling at the Olympic Centre in Berlin. They motivate professional sportsmen to focus on their academic career concurrently with their sports career (and not to postpone their studies to when their sports career is over), which, in the long term, facilitates the transition phase. The presentation gave way to a discussion on major common points and differences of/between the field of sports and that of dance. 

· Stiftung Tanz have confirmed to take part in a Prague workshop on 11/11/2013 (Sabrina Sadowska and Inka Attasi)

links:
http://stiftung-tanz.com
http://www.uzscra.cz/?action=vypisKategorie&id=258
http://www.dachverband-tanz.de/index_en.html


report by: Bára Čermáková


